William H. Manning
By Paul Perreault
One of the most prominent and versatile men to have played a role in Malta
affairs was William H. Manning for whom Manning Cove is named. In what must have
been a very busy life, Manning gained fame as a manufacturer, sportsman, politician,
statesman and agriculturist.
Born in Troy in 1867, he was the grandson of the founder of Manning Paper, an
early manufacturer of rope manila paper: a cheap, course paper made from used ship’s
rope. Both of his parents were descendants of socially prominent Troy manufacturing
families and were listed in the “Social Blue Book”, which included only the crème de la
crème of society. William attended R.P.I. but left prior to graduation in order to enter the
family’s successful business.1
Like many socially up and coming families, then and now, the Mannings were
attracted to Saratoga Springs and purchased a summer home on Franklin Square. William
became a part of the “sporting set” as a founder of the Saratoga Golf Club (predecessor of
the Saratoga Golf and Polo Club) where he rubbed elbows with the sons of Jay Gould and
Pierre Lorrilard. He also was a director of the Saratoga Gun Club, (predecessor of the
Saratoga Lake Association). He joined the Riding and Hunt Club of Washington, D. C.,
the St. Bernard’s Fish and Game Club of Quebec and the Gunston Cove Country Club of
Fairfax County, Virginia where he met and mingled with the socially well known people
of his generation. 2
Rarer than a hen’s tooth, Manning was a member of the Democratic Party in
Malta, serving as a member of both the Saratoga County Committee and the State
Committee. In 1912 and 1913, he was elected Malta Town Supervisor and did so well
that he was nominated by his party to run for the New York State Assembly but lost a
close race in the heavily Republican district. Four governors of the State ( John Dix,
Martin Glynn, Al Smith and Franklin Roosevelt) saw fit to appoint him to various
commissions where he served with distinction. He was a delegate to the 1916
Democratic Party Convention that nominated Woodrow Wilson and was offered an
appointment as Assistant Secretary of the Treasury but declined the appointment to return
to Malta and pursue his real interest: chicken farming3.
As early as 1903, Manning began purchasing land on the western shore of
Saratoga Lake and continued to expand his holdings until the area then known as Turtle
Point was renamed Manning Cove. One could safely assume that this renowned
sportsman’s interest in this beautiful area was exclusively in hunting and fishing but that
was not the case. He was interested in chickens.

For years Manning had bred, raised and shown prized poultry and by 1914 he
was devoting over one hundred and fifty acres of his estate to this business. His catalogue
from that year promised “All of our birds are raised on unlimited free range under the
most modern and approved methods and grow up full of vigor and stamina.” It further
boasted that “Nearly all our males used in breeding pens have won at America’s best
shows.” That point was backed up by their performance at the prestigious Boston Poultry
Show in 1914 when Turtle Point Farm won fourteen first and numerous other prizes.
Their birds were widely desired and they shipped as far away as Wisconsin.4
Manning was very active in a wide variety of agricultural organizations. For many
years he served as the President of the Saratoga County Agricultural Society and was
particularly proud of the work done with children by the Society under his leadership. He
also was a member of the Grange, the Dairyman’s League, the Farm Bureau and the
Sheep Breeders and Poultry Association. Both Governor Smith and Governor Roosevelt
appointed him to the commission that oversaw the State Fair. Someone who could dine
with the governor one night and attend a Grange meeting the next, he was truly a
renaissance man.
William H. Manning died on November 13, 1931. His funeral service was held at
Turtle Point and was well attended by a large number of friends from Washington, New
York City, Syracuse, Troy, Albany and Malta. At his request “the services were of a
simple nature”.5 Neither his wife nor his two sons shared his interest and the business was
closed. In the mid 1940’s, the property and the Manning home were purchased by the
Melander family who lived there for many years. The well persevered Manning home is
now the club house of The Saratoga Lake Sailing Club. In 2007, John Witt donated 159
acres of the former estate to Saratoga PLAN (Preserving Land and Nature) which are
currently raising funds in order to conserve the area. William H. Manning would be
pleased. 6
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