
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
 

Date: March 28, 2014 ENGINEERS 
  PLANNERS 
To: Malta Town Board SURVEYORS 
From: Creighton Manning Engineering 
cc: Kevin King 
 
Project:  Round Lake Road Traffic and Mobility Improvements Project (PIN 1757.54) 

Re:   Public Comments received for Eminent Domain Public Hearing Record  
 

 
 
Enclosed are all comments that were received from the public during the comment period. These include all 
comments received by email, letter and any petition comments that were submitted. Draft responses to these 
comments are included under separate cover for your review.  
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March 3, 2014 
 
Paul Saussville, Supervisor 
And Malta Town Board Members 
Town Hall 
Route 9  
Malta, NY 12020 
 
Please forward to: 
Don Adams, PE PTOE 
And Creighton Manning Design Team 
2 Winners Circle 
Albany, NY 12205 
 
March 3, 2014 Public Hearing Comments 
Re: Proposed Roundabout Solution for Round Lake Road 
Dear Paul and Don,  
 
In accordance with the request of the Board, I summarize my verbal comments below: 
 

1. It is my opinion, as a Professional Engineer and Traffic Engineer that Creighton 
Manning did a superb job in preparing the Design Report for the above project.  

2. That being said, I mentioned that I had actually counted cars at both roundabout 
locations just prior to the meeting and found that the 2013 traffic counts 
overestimated side road traffic and left turns by over 40% and main road traffic by 
100% during the PM peak hour. Thus, the project may not be warranted at this 
time and a temporary signalized solution might be reconsidered if the grant 
monies deadline for implementation can be extended. Whether this is possible or 
not, a special “mitigation” fee or roundabout assessment should be considered for 
this development area. The Rite Aid, Adirondack Trust Bank, proposed Trustco 
Bank, the planned PDD, the new Hannaford Market etc. ALL benefit from the 
implementation of the proposed project and the value of their lands and 
developments will be enhanced dramatically. This is a common practice (see 
Town of Colonie and elsewhere). Creighton Manning should be assigned the task 
of determining what this assessment formula should be. Otherwise, town tax 
payers will have to saddle up to $1million dollars of cost not covered by the 
Corridor Grant and other funding (as well as maintenance – see below). 

3. I mentioned that concerns I had with the entry angle and roundabout design 
mentioned in the Draft Design Report appeared to have been corrected based 
upon the plan at the rear of the meeting hall. This was confirmed by the Project 
team member Steve, from Creighton Manning, prior to the meeting. He explained 
to me that the items of “non-conformance” as described in a Justification Letter to 
the State of NY had either been resolved or that they referenced an unresolved 
conflict in the terminology in use by the Feds and the State. Specifically, the angle 
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of entry into the roundabout which was stated to be 15 degrees and non-
conforming, was indeed double that amount as is shown on the plan in the 
meeting room. I had been concerned, as had many of the people present, that the 
roundabouts were sub-standard and non-conforming (the language in the letter 
sent to the state) whereas in reality, the angle was not non-conforming, or had 
been adjusted to slow vehicles down. 

4. I suggested installing a simple signal and cross-walk controls at the existing cross-
walk which is planned to remain AFTER the roundabouts are installed at 
Hearthwood Drive. I based this recommendation upon several facts: 

a. Based upon the colored plan in the rear of the meeting room, it is apparent 
that this is the ONLY existing cross-walk on Round Lake Road presently,  

b. The cross-walk is located at the easternmost entry to the Hannaford Mall 
and connects with Hearthwood Drive across from the driveway.  

c. This cross-walk connects with all the sidewalks being considered,  
d. The cross-walk is mid-block and traffic is ONLY east and west bound 

with no turning movements; 
e. The cross-walk is located almost perfectly mid-way between the two  

proposed roundabouts,  
f. The distance from this cross-walk to Ruhle Road and to Chango Road is 

equal to or more than the maximum queue expected, per the earlier 
discussion by the Project Team Leader from Creighton Manning, 

g. Automatic and push button control can be installed at this location so that 
normally the signal would have a yellow flasher, but when the button was 
pushed and/or actuated otherwise, it would go into three color mode solely 
controlling traffic on demand for pedestrian crossing when and only if 
needed.  

h. Rather than forcing cars to use the roundabouts to make a u-turn and 
eliminate left turning traffic as one would expect of a purely safety 
improvement, there is center lane marked for turning traffic (a TWLTL or 
two way left turn lane). This is a design choice which has been made. I 
can understand why it was made. But as a result therefore, there is NO 
curbed center island for pedestrians to stand on if they get caught in the 
middle of Round Lake Road while crossing at the Hearthwood cross-walk.  

i. I suggested that a raised island be installed at the cross-walk to provide a 
place of refuge for pedestrians at Hearthwood Drive. The island could be 
placed on the west side of the intersection along with the cross-walk. In 
this way westbound left turning traffic into the Mall could still be 
accommodated while not conflicting with the pedestrians crossing. 

j. Because the signal at East Line Road is more than a half mile from the 
first roundabout, traffic platooning will not exist and vehicles will be 
spread out when they arrive at the cross-walk. Because the southbound I-
87 off ramp to the east of the cross-walk is NOT signalized and is to be 
done by others at a Future time, traffic westbound on Round Lake Road 
will also not be platooned or timed by signals to purposely create gaps for 
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pedestrian traffic to cross Round Lake Road. It will therefore be rare that a 
moment will occur when traffic will not be clear simultaneously for east 
and westbound traffic on Round Lake Road. Crossing children will 
potentially get trapped between east and westbound Round Lake Road 
traffic in a two way left turn lane. This is ill advised and obviously 
dangerous. The signalized cross-walk (with sunblock panels) will help. 

k. The cross-walk is located within a very short distance of the elderly 
housing project and would satisfy ADA requirements and eliminate 
liability issues and concerns I had requiring children and handicapped 
crossing Round Lake Road. The signal would be equipped with audible 
signals for sight impaired individuals and would provide a secure, safe, 
mid-block crossing location. Roundabouts are dangerous for small 
children to cross because although vehicles are forced to slow down at the 
entry points, the same vehicles are speeding up at the exits. Anyone 
crossing a roundabout must cross the entrance AND the exit. A mid-block 
signalized crossing point would resolve this problem and provide a safer 
crossing point than currently exists. Cross-walks would still be installed 
on the roundabouts as planned to define right of way should they be used. 

5. I mentioned that the County owns Round Lake Road, but they want to turn over 
ownership to the Town of Malta. This is a MAJOR issue. The Town thereby takes 
over perpetual maintenance of the roadway in this area including snow removal 
and plantings for the roundabouts, painting the cross-walks, signing and other 
marking as well as pavement repairs. This will be a substantial cost over time and 
should not be ignored. Either the Town should MAKE A DEAL with the county 
to continue maintaining the roadway etc. in the future, or a special assessment to 
the developments benefiting from the roundabouts should be determined  by 
Creighton Manning and assessed. It is standard and common practice that 
developers are held responsible for ANY and ALL costs related to roadways 
necessary due to traffic impact by the developers. Without developer driveways, 
the need for roundabouts at this location is doubtful. The accident history does not 
warrant it and existing traffic does not warrant it. This is primarily a FUTURE 
CAPACITY issue. How to get cars in and out of the developments and get the 
thru road traffic to and from the northway at the same time. It is a Level of 
Service issue. 

6. By taking over the roadway, the Town is inheriting a very large liability from the 
County – both for maintenance and for safety. Should someone be hurt, any 
liability will be solely that of  the Town of Malta. Both the Town and the Town 
Board members individually should insure that there is adequate legislated 
protection and insurance to protect the Town, the Town Board members and the 
Town taxpayers. 

7. I then thanked the Town Board, Creighton Manning and citizens for all the hard 
work and planning done to date and for listening to what I had to say.  
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And again, I thank all those involved for their efforts to improve transportation and safety 
through this complex and difficult area of the Town.  
 
Of course, if there are any questions or comments with regards to my above 
recommendations and comments, I invite anyone to contact my office at any time.  
 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 
Lawrence M. Levine PE PLLC 
Consulting Traffic Engineers 
Accident Investigation and Reconstruction 
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